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352 NOTICES. 
ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS. 
Greek Text, with Introduction and Notes. By George 
Milligan, D.D. (Macmillan and Co., Ltd.) 12s. 
The Greek of the Bible has long been recognized by 
scholars as differing considerably from the literary Greek of 
its age; and until a few years ago it was universally regarded 
as a language standing by itself, its peculiarity being gener- 
ally attributed to the fact that it was largely the result of 
translation from Hebrew in the case of the Lxx.; from 
Aramaic sources in the case of the New Testament; or, 
where this was not the case, to the familiarity of the authors 
with Semitic thoughts and idioms. 
Fresh light has recently been thrown upon the problem 
from what might seem a most unlikely quarter. The rubbish- 
heaps of ancient Egypt have yielded to explorers a store of Greek papyri dating from the fourth century B.c. onwards. 
Some of these are written in literary Greek, but the great 
mass, consisting of private letters, wills, official reports and 
petitions present us with a language which in grammar and 
phraseology is practically the same as the Greek of the 
Bible. It thus appears that this Greek, instead of being an 
isolated language, is simply the ordinary speech of common 
life in the age in which the writers of the Bible lived. And 
if further proof of the fact were needed, it has been supplied 
by the study of inscriptions in Asia Minor and elsewhere. 
Many of these are written in similar Greek ; from which, as 
scholars see now, modern Greek has come by way of natural 
development. New Testament commentators of to-day 
possess a signal advantage over their predecessors in having 
this new linguistic evidence to guide them. And in the 
book before us, Dr. Milligan has fully availed himself of it. 
Deissmann's Bible Studies-the pioneer work on the subject 
-Blass's Grammar of New Testament Greek, Moulton's 
Prolegomena, Thieme's Die Inschriften von Magnesia, and 
other authorities, are quoted on every .page. A few in- 
stances may be mentioned of the way in which Dr. Milligan 
has brought these new sources of illumination to bear on 
words in these Epistles : i Thess. iv. I, pora^v in classical 
Greek always = interrogare, but here and elsewhere in the 
New Testament = rogare. This usage has hitherto 
been considered a Hebraism, but now the papyri furnish 
several examples of the word employed in this sense. 
x Thess. iv. 4, xr~&r0at has here plainly the meaning (to 
possess) which regularly belongs only to the perfect 
KcKrvr0ata 
; but the papyri prove that in the popular language 
this meaning was not confined to the perfect. This 
makes us ask, was the Revised Version alteration in St. 
Luke xviii. I2 of " I possess" into " I get " warranted? 
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2 Thess. ii. 8, etc., rj iirtaveiwz tijs wrapovrlas. It is most 
interesting to know that the former substantive is used in 
the inscriptions of the accession of an emperor, and the 
latter in the papyri of the visit of a king or a royal official. 
In illustration of rdivyrore Xap'r (I Thess. v. i6), Dr. 
Milligan notes the many names of rejoicing found in the 
Christian inscriptions, such as Victor, Nice, Gaudentius, 
Gaudiosus, Hilaris, Hilaritas. 
Dr. Milligan points out that in these Epistles St. Paul is 
specially indebted to two sources for his language and 
thought. One is the LXX, though, as there is no direct 
quotation from the Old Testament, this might easily escape 
notice. But other evidences of familiarity with the LXX meet 
us everywhere. Some passages, as I Thess. i. 8-ro and 
2 Thess. i. 6-io are little more than a mosaic of Old Testament 
words and expressions. At p. lviii.f. the references are.given in detail. The other source is certain sayings of our Lord 
which have come down to us in the Gospels, and which St. 
Paul probably derived from a written collection of them in 
his possession. Among other examples, Dr. Milligan com- 
pares i Thess. ii. 14 ff. with St. Matt. xxiii. 31f.; i Thess. 
iv. 8 with St. Luke x. 16; I Thess. v. 5 with St. Luke xvi. 8, 
and St. John xii. 36; 2 Thess. i. 7 with St. Luke xvii. 30. 
As might be expected, Dr. Milligan deals very fully with the 
mysterious apocalyptic allusions in 2 Thess. ii. 1-12, devoting 
two Additional Notes to the subject. He identifies St. Paul's 
"Man of sin" with the "Antichrist" of St. John's Epistles, 
and lays stress on the fact that both Apostles avow that 
they have in view an oral tradition current in their time:- 
" Ye know," 2 Thess. ii. 6; " Ye have heard," i St. John 
iv. 3. The Babylonian origin suggested for this tradition is 
touched upon, and also the supposed reference to it in the 
graphic picture drawn, in Ps. ii., of the rebellion of the 
world-kingdoms " against the Lord and against His 
Anointed." But Dr. Milligan regards the prophecies and 
visions of Daniel as the real starting-point of the later 
descriptions of Antichrist which are found not only in the 
New Testament, but also in the Psalms of Solomon, the 
Apocalypse of Baruch, and other works of nearly contem- 
porary date. He also seems to side with Dr. Charles in his 
contention (Ascension of Isaiah) that the Beliar-myth (see 
2 Cor. vi. I5), which grew up in the period between the Old 
and New Testaments, contributed to the development of the 
tradition. 
Dr. Milligan takes the now generally accepted view that 
the restraining agency or person (2 Thess. ii. 6, 7), which in 
St. Paul's mind holds in check the "mystery of lawlessness," 
is the power of law and government as then embodied in the 
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Roman Empire: and he remarks on the significant change of 
attitude towards Rome, probably due to the persecution of 
Nero, A.D. 64, which we observe in the Apocalypse, where 
so far is Rome from being regarded as a restraining in- 
fluence that it is made the source from which evil is to 
spring. 
Enough has been said to call attention to the value of this 
commentary and to commend it to students. Dr. Milligan 
has, in its preparation, ransacked all the treasures which 
modern research has placed at his disposal. It is fully 
abreast of the time, and is likely to remain for many years 
the ultimate authority on these Epistles. 
j. G. C. 
THE HISTORICAL CHARACTER OF ST. JOHN'S 
GOSPEL. By Armitage Robinson, D.D., Dean of 
Westminster. (Longmans.) Paper, 6d. net; cloth, 
Is. net. 
It is not often that for sixpence-when the work is not a 
reprint-one can get so much of real value as is contained in 
this little book. It consists of three lectures given by the 
Dean in Westminster Abbey in 1907, and is a strong protest 
against the Fourth Gospel being regarded as merely the 
outcome of the Evangelist's own imagination. 
Dean Robinson not only believes that St. John was the 
author of the Fourth Gospel, but also-and this he regards 
as the more important matter-that the Gospel is true to 
historic fact. As he says :- 
" I, for one, cannot admit that the writer of the 
Fourth Gospel has knowingly offered us parable for fact, 
and has recorded with the most vivid and convincing 
realism, scenes of Christ's life which he knew to be 
historically untrue " (p. xo). 
The difficulties in the line of proof are frankly and fully 
acknowledged; but they are also courageously and straight- 
forwardly met; and where no solution is possible, there is 
no effort made to manufacture one. Take, for instance, the 
account of the raising of Lazarus, to which it is so often 
objected that there is no room for the miracle in the frame- 
work of St. Mark's Gospel, and that it is inconsistent with 
St. Mark's account of the events which led to the Crucifixion. 
The Dean meets these difficulties by saying that the one 
narrator stands in Galilee, so to speak, and the other in 
Jerusalem; and by shewing, from many quotations 
from the Gospel itself, that it is altogether an exagger- 
ation to say that St. John represents the raising of Lazarus 
as the immediate cause which led to our Lord's death. This 
impression, he believes, can only be gained by isolating this 
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